Anousheh Ansari
born September 12, 1966 in Mashhad, Iran is an engineer and the Iranian-American co-founder. Her previous business accomplishments include serving as co-founder and CEO of Telecom Technologies. The Ansari family is also the title sponsor of the Ansari X Prize. On September 18, 2006, a few days after her 40th birthday, she became the first Iranian in space. Ansari was the fourth overall self-funded space tourist, and the first self-funded woman to fly to the International Space Station.  

Early life
Anousheh Ansari was born in Mashhd Iran. She and her parents moved to Tehran shortly afterward.  Anousheh witnessed the Iranian  Revolution  in 1979. She immigrated to the United States in 1984 as a teenager.  Apart from her native Persian, she is fluent in English and French, and acquired a working knowledge of Russian for her spaceflight experience.
She received her Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering and computer science at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia and her master's degree at George Washington University in Washington. After graduation, Anousheh began work at MCI, where she met her future husband, Hamid Ansari. They married in  1991                    
Space                                                                                Ansari holds a plant grown in the Zvezda Service Module of the International Space Station . Ansari has expressed that she does not consider herself a "space tourist", and prefers the title of "spaceflight participant"                                                                                      

Ansari is a member of the X PRIZE Foundation’s Vision Circle, as well as its Board of Trustees. Along with her brother-in-law, Amir Ansari, she made a multi-million dollar contribution to the X PRIZE foundation on May 5, 2004, the The X PRIZE was officially renamed the Ansari X PRIZE in honor of their donation.

The Ansari family investment firm, also named Prodea, has announced a partnership with Space Adventures.

Spaceflight

Ansari trained as a backup for Daisuke Enomoto for a Soyuz flight to the International Space Station, through Space Adventures. On August 21, 2006, Enomoto was medically disqualified from flying the Soyuz  mission that was due to launch the following month. The next day Ansari was elevated to the prime crew.
 Asked what she hoped to achieve on her spaceflight, Ansari said, "I hope to inspire everyone—especially young people, women, and young girls all over the world, and in Middle Eastern countries that do not provide women with the same opportunities as men—to not give up their dreams and to pursue them... It may seem impossible to them at times.                                                                                                                                          But I believe they can realize their dreams if they keep it in their hearts, nurture it, and look for opportunities and make those opportunities happen."                                                                                                          The day before her departure, she was interviewed on Iran national television for the astronomy show Night's Sky. The hosts wished her success and thanked her on behalf of Iranians. Ansari in return, thanked them.                                                                                                                                   Ansari lifted off on the Soyuz mission with commander Mikhail Tyurin  and flight engineer Michael Lopez-Alegria at 04:59 on Monday September 18, 2006 from Baikonur, Kazakhstan. Ansari became the fourth (and first female) space tourist.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
The space craft docked with the International Space Station (ISS) on Wednesday September 20, 2006, at 05:21. Ansari landed safely aboard Soyuz on September 29, 2006 at 01:13 on the steppes of Kazakhstan with U.S. astronaut Jeffrey Williams and Russian cosmonaut Pavel Vinogradov. She was given red roses from an anonym person, and a surprise kiss from her husband, Hamid.                                                                                              Ansari agreed to perform a series of experiments on behalf of the European Space Agency. She conducted four experiments, including:                                                                                   Researching the mechanisms behind anemia.                                                                How changes in muscles influence lower back pain.                                       Consequences of space radiation on ISS crew members and different species of microbes that have made a home for themselves on the space station.                                                                                                                                  She also became the first person to publish a weblog from space. Reactions in Iran                                        Reactions to the flight in Ansari's native Iran were generally mixed. It was given significant coverage by state television. IRIB aired a live 1 hour interview with Anousheh in Aseman-e-Shab (Night Sky) live show. Anousheh was praised by newspapers such as Hambastegi and Jam-e-Jam Daily, which published daily columns detailing the journey. The astronomy magazine NOJUM also published an exclusive interview of Pouria Nazemi with Anousheh before her trip, in which she discussed her vision for commercial spaceflight. NOJUM also organized and held gatherings when the ISS passed over Iran's cities. Shahram Yazdanpanah, made a special part about Anousheh's trip to space at Persian "Space Science" website and covered all the news of trip.                                                                                                                       Interviews                                                                                                                   On September 22, 2006, she told reporters that she has no regrets and said "I am having a wonderful time here. It's been more than what I expected, and I am enjoying every single second of it. The entire experience has been wonderful up here
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